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ELIMINATION OF DEATH TAX IS

RIGHT FOR AMERICA
(Mr. HUTCHINSON asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. Speaker,
Benjamin Franklin said that the only
thing certain in life were death and
taxes, but I do not even think Ben
Franklin could have foreseen that
death and taxes would eventually come
hand in hand. Yet, for too many years,
the death tax has been punishing
Americans simply for dying.

Because of the death tax, many
Americans are denied the opportunity
to pass on their life’s work to their
children or grandchildren. This unfair
tax is especially hard on small business
owners and farmers. Nine out of 10
American businesses are owned by fam-
ilies, and these families should have
the right to keep their business. In Ar-
kansas, because of the death tax, many
farmers and small business owners
must take out expensive life insurance
policies to help their families cope
with the tax burden. Instead of enjoy-
ing their retirement years, these Ar-
kansans must worry about the govern-
ment taxing their family into the
ground.

This week, the House will be voting
on the Death Tax Elimination Act, a
bill that is long overdue. Eliminating
the death tax is the right thing to do
for American families, American farm-
ers, and American small business own-
ers.

f

AMERICANS NEED AFFORDABLE,
QUALITY DAY CARE

(Mrs. MALONEY of New York asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, in 7 out of 10 families, both
parents work. The supply of day care is
not adequate to the need. In New York
City alone, over 37,000 families are on
the waiting list for subsidized day care.

Yesterday, I joined Vice President
GORE, Mrs. Gore, and Rosie O’Donnell
at a day care center in my district
where Vice President GORE outlined his
plans to expand access and quality of
day care. Vice President GORE would
help parents afford child care by ex-
panding the child care tax credit for
families with two working parents and
where one parent stays at home. He
would increase the child care develop-
ment block grant so that more families
could afford child care. His Ready to
Learn plan would provide funding for
States that develop better training and
raise standards.

Mr. Speaker, difficult challenges re-
quire creative solutions. The Vice
President’s plan, his 4-year plan, would
expand affordable, available, quality
day care.

f

TAX ON DYING SHOULD BE
REPEALED

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to re-
quest truth in advertising.

Is America not the land of oppor-
tunity? Is not the sweat of our brow,
the work of our hands supposed to be
all that is required to succeed in this
country? Well, that may be the case
until the farm or the family business is
ready to be passed to the next genera-
tion.

A family-owned farm or business
stands to lose more than half of every-
thing to the Federal estate tax, which
is really a tax on death. Mr. Speaker,
70 percent of families are forced to sell
or abandon businesses after one genera-
tion because of death taxes. Only 13
percent survive to the third genera-
tion.

Farmland is disappearing in America
by millions of acres. Mr. Speaker, how
can we expect the people to work hard
and achieve the American dream if we
are just going to take it from them in
the end?

When a business closes, jobs are lost;
on an average, 30 jobs for every small
business liquidated due to death taxes.
Our national productivity suffers. On
the other hand, 60 percent of business
owners say they would add jobs if the
estate tax was repealed, and that is
just what we ought to do.

Mr. Speaker, let us get rid of this ter-
rible tax on dying.

f

WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION
SIDES WITH JAPAN ON ILLEGAL
STEEL DUMPING

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, the
World Trade Organization ruled that
an 84-year-old American law duly
passed by Congress, designed to stop il-
legal dumping was, in fact, no longer
legal. The WTO sided with Japanese
steel imports saying that the American
law is a violation of international
trade.

Unbelievable. Illegal steel-dumping is
killing America, and these sons of
bachelors, believe me, side with Japan
dumping.

Beam me up, Mr. Speaker. I thought
America won the war. I yield back a
$320 billion trade deficit, most of it
going to Japan, and the Chinese Red
Army.

f

PRESERVE THE AMERICAN DREAM
BY VOTING TO REPEAL DEATH
TAX

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, in a movie called Meet Joe
Black, Death disguises himself as a
young man named Joe Black so as to
better observe life on Earth. While

watching a dinner party, one guest re-
marks to another that the only 2 cer-
tainties in life are death and taxes. Joe
Black responds, death and taxes, what
an interesting pairing.

For years, the IRS has thought so
too. Americans are currently subjected
to the death tax, a law that taxes fami-
lies up to 60 percent of their loved one’s
savings, or the worth of their farm or
family business, upon their death. This
unfair tax prevents more than 70 per-
cent of America’s small businesses and
family farms being passed from one
generation to the text.

This week, the House will vote on
legislation to repeal the death tax. I
urge my colleagues to support pre-
serving the American dream by voting
to end the death tax.

f

b 1015

BIPARTISAN HATE CRIMES
PREVENTION ACT

(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of a bipartisan Hate
Crimes Prevention Act and also to
mark the second anniversary of the
murder of James Byrd in Jasper,
Texas. We must continue to fight to
end the racial stereotypes that create
misunderstanding and prejudice that
lead to such acts of violence. Congress
must work to change attitudes, laws,
and institutions for the good of all
Americans and reject the voices of hate
and separatism.

By passing H.R. 1082, Congress can re-
affirm our Nation’s commitment to the
true American dream: an integrated so-
ciety rich in diversity and open equally
to all. Thank goodness that we no
longer see signs that read ‘‘white’’ and
‘‘colored.’’ The voters’ booth and the
schoolhouse door now swing open for
everyone. However, while much has
been accomplished, more needs to be
done.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot rest until we
solve the oldest, most stubborn, most
painful challenge of our Nation: the
continuing challenge of race. We must
not be finished with seeking peace or
justice or freedom equality, human
dignity or reconciliation. We must con-
tinue to cry out for equality and jus-
tice. Because if we are silent, another
innocent citizen like James Byrd, Jr.,
may be brutally beaten or savagely
murdered.

We must not rest, nor must we fail to
act. Passing H.R. 1082 will be a victory
for every American and bring our Na-
tion one step closer to the American
dream. Mr. Speaker, it is a Federal
crime to seize an automobile. Let us
make it one to kill a man because of
the color of his skin.

f

REPEAL OF THE DEATH TAX

(Ms. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, this week
the House will vote on H.R. 8, the
Death Tax Elimination Act, a bipar-
tisan bill supported by 244 Members of
the House, including 46 Democrats and
one Independent.

Mr. Speaker, repeal of the death tax
is supported by a huge coalition of
folks all over this country. The Black
Chamber of Commerce, the Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce, the National
Indian Business Association, many en-
vironmental groups and the National
Association of Women Business Own-
ers.

Twenty-five years ago, women were
given access to business loans. Now,
many are struggling to pass their life’s
work on to their children. According to
their most recent study, women busi-
ness owners spend an average of $1,000
a month on estate planning just to pre-
pare for the death tax and keep the
family business in the family. With 44
million Americans without health in-
surance, a majority of them working
for small businesses, that $1,000 a
month could go a long way toward pro-
viding benefits for employees.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this important measure. Sup-
port repealing the unfair death tax.

f

CONGRESS MUST MAKE
EDUCATION OUR TOP PRIORITY

(Mr. ETHERIDGE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call on this Congress to get its
priorities straight and invest in public
education to strengthen America.

Yesterday, Microsoft’s Bill Gates
told the Joint Economic Committee,
and I quote, ‘‘Among the many high-
tech issues before this Congress, none
carries greater importance for our fu-
ture economic vitality than edu-
cation.’’ I couldn’t agree more.

But this week, Mr. Speaker, this
House will consider a bill that guts
education funding to finance a massive
irresponsible tax package. We should
be investing in education so that
America can compete and win in the
New Economy, but this misguided bill
cuts education by $2.9 billion, with a
‘‘b.’’

The bill cuts $1 billion in targeted in-
vestments to improve teacher quality
and recruit new teachers. The bill re-
peals 100,000 new teachers planned to
reduce class sizes, many of whom are
now teaching. The bill rejects the ad-
ministration’s plan to renovate 5,000
school facilities that need urgent safe-
ty and health repairs. It cuts 53,000
poor children from Head Start, and the
list goes on.

Mr. Speaker, I am for responsible tax
relief for our families, but we ought
not to cut taxes on the backs our chil-
dren and jeopardize America’s competi-
tive economic opportunities.

DEATH TO THE DEATH TAX

(Mr. HAYWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I wel-
come people of all points of view to
this Chamber and to this well, but
facts are stubborn things.

Perhaps if the Washington bureau-
crats at the Department of Education
were better educated in mathematics,
they could tell us where $18 billion ap-
propriated by this Congress ended up.
Here is a major hint: it did not end up
in the classroom helping teachers
teach and helping children learn.

So when we have the litany of shame,
remember the real shame is the people
who ask for more and more and yet less
and less responsibility in actually help-
ing our children learn with the money
we send to Washington.

Mr. Speaker, another case in point: a
lady now in her 80s, dependent on So-
cial Security. Twenty years ago, her
husband died and the IRS came to her
and said she owed Uncle Sam $800,000.
The family business was sold.

Is that compassionate? Is that an ir-
responsible thing? I think it is irre-
sponsible, not compassionate. Let us
put the death tax to death and ask for
more responsibility.

f

HATE CRIMES PREVENTION ACT:
AN IDEA WHOSE TIME HAS COME

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to urge the House to take
action on the Hate Crimes Prevention
Act of 1999.

Today marks the second anniversary
of the death of James Byrd, Jr., who
was maliciously dragged from a speed-
ing car along a back road in Jasper,
Texas. His murderers had no problem
with him other than the fact that he
was black.

The Hate Crimes Act will protect in-
dividuals like James Byrd and others
who have been attacked because of
race, color, sexual orientation, reli-
gion, gender, or disability. In our soci-
ety, rich with diversity, the desire for
peaceful living is uppermost. It is past
time for Congress to set and maintain
civilized standards of peaceful diver-
sity.

Hate crimes, like any other crime,
should be unallowable and punished.
Innocent people should not be allowed
to be reaped upon just because of their
race, color or gender.

Mr. Speaker, this is an idea whose
time has come. I urge its immediate
consideration and passage.

f

NO TAXATION WITHOUT
RESPIRATION

(Mr. SCHAFFER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, we as-
sociate many symbols with death such
as the Grim Reaper, tombstones, cof-
fins, hearses and, of course, the IRS
standing by any ordinary American
who draws on his last breath.

Americans who work their entire
lives to leave their families a savings
account, farm, or small business are
robbed at death by Federal taxes that
devour 37 to 55 percent of everything
they created. In the cruelest of ironies,
families are often forced to sell these
well-intentioned gifts in order to afford
the taxes.

Mr. Speaker, this week the Congress
will decide on whether to repeal the
death tax. It is an issue that tran-
scends party politics.

The Colonists rallied around the slo-
gan, ‘‘No taxation without representa-
tion.’’ This week let us agree: No tax-
ation without respiration. May the
death tax rest in peace.

f

HATE CRIMES: A FORM OF
DOMESTIC TERRORISM

(Ms. BALDWIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, on this
2-year anniversary of the brutal drag-
ging death of James Byrd, I rise to ask
congressional leaders to let us vote on
the Hate Crimes Prevention Act before
we adjourn this year.

Hate crimes are meant to instill fear
and that fear is not only targeted at
the immediate victim of the crime, the
fear is experienced by all members of
the group.

Hate crimes are different from other
violent crimes because they seek to
terrorize an entire community. This
sort of domestic terrorism demands a
strong Federal response, because this
country was founded on the premise
that a person should be free to be who
they are without fear of violence.

I know that hate crime bills cannot
cure the hate that still resides within
some in our country. But this legisla-
tion can provide more protection for
victims and send an important message
that hate crimes against any group are
a serious national problem. Let us pass
the Hate Crimes Prevention Act this
year.

f

PRESERVING THE AMERICAN
DREAM

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, imagine
an American working and sacrificing
their entire life, hoping to one day be
able to pass the fruits of their hard
work on to their family. Then imagine
that after they die, the Federal Gov-
ernment swoops down like an enor-
mous vulture, grabs what they have
earned and saved as if it is a carcass,
and tosses the remains to their rel-
atives.

That, Mr. Speaker, is the death tax.
Every year, the death tax ravages
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